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President Smithy's Tnterview

The time is rapidly passing. if it has
not already passed, when a few scala-
wars of which this state has had more
than it gquota, ean scourge o whole
peaple.  In Utah for many years, we
pave been afilicted with nhmbers of
those scalawags, who for selfish and
mercenary rveasons, wilfully wickedly
malice aforethought Have
maligned, misrepresented, slandered
and led about Utah and her peaple,
particularly the Mormon portion of the
people. They have taken advantnge of
ihe prejudice which exists against the
Mormons to paint them blacker than
any three black erows. There are those
destitute of honor or common decency
who practiced extortion, a species of
plackmail on the people of Utah, Sowme
wanted money, others wanted political
preferment. When denied elther or
both. they raised a hue-and-cry east,
wost, north and south against the Mor-
mons told all kinds of false and das-
tardly stories about them to the out-
world, and because of the pre-
judice against the Mormons those tra-
obtained credence and were
sympathy and financial

the |atter Dbeing es-
pecianlly to thelr liking, The Mormons
being comparatively few in numbers
and under a dark cloud were in no po-
sition to gain a hearing, they could
neither effectually refute the slanders
and abuges heaped upon them or as
sert thelr just rights in a way which
counted for anything, The Mormons
have heen in the position of the under
dog in an unequal fight. The ministers
of the gospel, the gamblers, the graf-
ters, the dispensers of liquid damna-
(he disappointed politicians all
combined and made common cause
ugningt the Mormons. They were and
are consldered legitimate prey, be-
canse they are weak and diseredited.
e ministers make money, fat and
easy livings, by decrying the Mormons,
The politicians and the place hunters,
when thelr schemes, however wicked
eid nefarlous, go aglee, vent their
vieen against the Mormons, That's
‘hat the Tribune triumvirate, Kearns,

inon and Lippman are doing now.
They tell in their papers and privately
ne blackest lies about the Mormons,
"weause the Mormons would not keep
Kearng and Cannon United States

and with

slde

dneers
aceorded
Assistance,

senafors and Lippman “chief cook and
bottle washer,” To satisfy their thirsi
for vengeance they injure the whole
state and the whole people, Mormon
and Gentile alike. They formed a
band of knockers which they lead
through filth, mire and corruption.
They misrepresent the state, its busi-
ness, its social, moral and religlous
conditions, they wilfully and mallelous.
ly lle about it and defame it in their
newspaper organs, and in every other
way they can. A more corrupt, a more
foul gang does not exist anawhere
than the knocking trinvmyvirate, Kearns,
Cannon and Lippman. Thelr actions
public and private, smell to heaven,
and with this gang some of the preach-
ers join hands and help spread the
poison which has blighted the fair land
of Utah. Their time, however, I8
short, thelr days are numbered the
hand writing is on the wall in large
letters, Utah is rising triumphant
above them all and her defamers are
sinking into the hades they have pre-
pared for themselves.
I

A statement made by the head of
the Mormon church recently to Henry
Hall, an accredited representative of
the Pitisburg, Pa. Times, and published
in that paper gives a clear and truthful
statement of the business and politico-
religlous conditions as they exist here,
It has not been reproduced in any of
the daily papers here for reasons that
are obvious. It contradicts all they
have been publishing. It is a lengthy
article, but is good and Interesting
reading and true to the facts. It reads
as follows:

“The Church of Jesus Christ
Latter-day Saints does not direct, nor
attempt to direct, who sghall or shall
not be elected to any office, high or
low, in the State of Utah. With re-
gard to the charge, continually and
persistently made, that Apostie Read
Smoot was the Church candidate, and
that by Church dictation and through
Church domination in politics, he was
elected to the United States Senate,
I want t. say to you, in the presence
of these taree gentlemen, who had full
knowledge of all the circumstances,
that T had no more to do with his elec-
tion, mor had they, than you, living
in Pennsylvania, had, except that af

of

the polls T may have voted for mem
bers of the Legislature who in turn
supported him in the joint legislalive
convention for that office.”

This positive, unequivocal state
ment was made to The Times corros-
pondent by President Joseph F. Smith,
of the Mormon Church. The throe
men whom he called ns witnesses wero
Presidents John R, Winder aml  An-
thon H. Lund, his colleagues in the
highest office of the Chureh  andd
Apostle Charles W. Penvose, ono of
‘the Twelve," and editor of the “Doge
rel News,” the official organ of Mor
monilom.

“And if you ordered us to vole [or
Reed Smoot,” sald President Winder,
with a brond smile, “there are twa of
us here who flatly disobeyed you, for
Brother Penrose and I are Democerals,
and I certainly didn't vote for Itepub-
lican candldates for the Legislature
who voted for Smcol for Senator.”

“Neither did 1" declared Apostle
Penrose. "I voted for the Demooratic
candidates.”

“There, you see how Mormons are
divided politically,” said Presidont
Smith, “"Here are four of us together,
and two are Democrats, one my cou-
selor and associate In (he first presi
deney, and the other an Apostle of the
Church. That ought to show how it
there Is in the charge that Mormons
vole as they are told to vole by the
Chureh officials,”

“"Mormons are Hke other eltlzens of
the United States,” sald Presideat
Lund. “They are divided politically.
I think the division is about an equal
one, and those who are Democrats
voled agalnst Apostle Smoot.”

I

"I will say further.” continued
President Smith, “that Reed smootl no
more represents the First Presidency,
the apostolate, nor the Church, in the
United States Senate than doeg his col.
league, George Sutherland, who fg not
of our faith and Chureh,

"It me say further than that.”
sald President Smith, growing more
and more emphatic, “to vou and to
the country, that Thomas Kearns, for.
mer Senator from Utah, and now activ,
in this ecrusade against the echurch,
has come to me to vie my influence
with Seoator Smoot w0 gel him to re
slgn his seat In the Senate, and that
I have invariably told him that 1 had
nothing whatever o do with Smoot's
election. 1 did not help to put him in

the senate, | am not in politics, and 1

witl not bhe led nor delven into palities

The Repubillean party of Utah electod

Reed
responsible for

Smool to the Senale,
his belng
am not, nor is the Church. [ will algo
add that, with mao (o
gl Reed Smoot 1o vegign, Mr. Kearns
algo pleaded with me to help him (o be
elocted to sueceod himsell, amd that to
hoth pleas | mude (he same answaor,
T am not in polities, and will not he
ledd Into polities, ™
This Is the answer,
ighest  ofMeer
Chureh, the

of

and I8
there, 1

while pleading

the
“wlormon’

charge that  Rewd
the Twelve Apostles,
wni olected 1o the Unlted States Sen.

mianile
the

by
of
L
Hmool, one
nle by and throngh their influence and
dictation,

“And let me say somethlng on thol
point,” voluteered Apostle George A,
Smith, sen of  Apostle  John  Henry
Smith, a prominent man in the Chureh

father and son belng both membors
of the apostolnte—who had  enterod
the room while the foregolng  state-
ments were being made, “When Reed
Smoot candidate for the Sen-
ale, the Kearng people rvight here in
anr convention in Balt Lake county,
united withh the Smoot forces (o noml-
nate candidates for the Legisinture
ngninst the Sutherland forces, It wis
4 “Mormon”  Gentlle  combination
ugninst another “Mormon"-Gentlle
combinntion, for the Republicans were
divided between the two ceandidates
without regard to church aflilintions,
I am a Ropublican and have been since
bovhood, and T am a  Federal office.
holder, appointed by  Presldent Me.
Kinley. [ have stumped every cor-
ner of Utah for the Republican caunse,
and no officlal in the Chureh has ever
hinted to me, lot alone dictated, what
shonld bhe my political course—not
even my own father.'

I |

“Tt shou'! be sald, in this connec-
tion," remarked President Smith,
“that this stumping was done by
Brother Smith beforo he became an
Apostle. He was only recently ap-

inted to that office.”

“While Reod Smool is an Apostle,"”
sald Apostle Penrose, “there |8 noth-
ing in that fact incompatible with his
holding any civil office. Nor, while
there has been as much ground for it
ag there ig in his ease, has the ab-
jection made to him ever been ralsed
before. He is not the first Apostle
elected to Congress. George Q. Can-
non, who was an Apostle and counsel-
or to Presidents Taylor., Woodruff and
Snow, served several terms In Con-

was n




